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From the Principal 

Anzac Day Services 
Already so much has happened in a very short two weeks. Our SRC Leaders and School Captains did a great job  
representing the College at the Eaglehawk and Bendigo ANZAC Day services on Wednesday.  Captains Grace and Ben 
spoke extremely well to the large gathering of community members in Eaglehawk as they delivered the requiem.    

School Review Process 
I’ve been keeping the school community informed about the school review process, which takes place this term.  The 
School Improvement Team has worked together during the course of Term 1 to prepare for the review and complete our 
pre review school self evaluation.  The review is a great opportunity to for us to identify improvement areas moving  
forward toward our new strategic plan.  Our school council president Lee Bramley, parent members Chris Marsh and Paul 
Epworth will also participate in the review process to support and provide parent feedback and perspective.  Parents will 
be invited to speak with the review panel so I invite parents to contact me at the college if they are interested in taking 
part in a parent forum.   

New School Council Members 
I’d like to welcome our new parents to school council Chris Marsh, Ritta Hellstedt and Paul Epworth.  Rae Boykett, Casey 
Fry and Wendy O’Flynn join council as staff members.  Michael Watson is continuing on council as a co-opted community 
member.  

Partnership with BADAC 
I met with Raylene Harradine CEO of BADAC (Bendigo and District Aboriginal Cooperative) in the first week of the term to 
joint sign a Memorandum of Understanding for the beginnings of a partnership to work together to best support  
Aboriginal students with youth services through the co-operative.  Dylan Murphy-Pettit will be in the school one day per 
week to meet with students and provide support services.   

Naplan Testing May 15—17th 

NAPLAN assessment is taking place from May 15th for students in Years 7 and 9. There is further information about the 
testing in the newsletter and please contact the College if needed.   We are focusing on the literacy reading developing of 
our students and staff are coming together to discuss, share, learn about, implement and evaluate further explicit  
reading strategies across every learning space in order to impact the reading proficiency of every child across our 
school.  “What good readers do” and “Shared Reading” are explicit reading strategies all staff will be focusing on in their 
classes.  

Connect Program 
It’s been a very exciting time for our Connect Program, formally Outreach, having now transitioned to being on site at 
school permanently.  The refurbished horticulture building and surrounding gardens has provided a wonderful, inclusive 
space to further develop the program and support more students than our previous High Street location was able. The 
area also supports our GROW Program.   I’d like to acknowledge the work of a college staff Rebecca Brown and Phalen 
Pezzelato to relocate, rename and reenergise the program.   Teachers Dani Riley, Josh Bowe and support staff Rob  
Williams and Richard Liddelow who have done a great job supporting the relocation, curriculum and the kids throughout 
the transition. 

Parent and carer participation is always encouraged and supported so please don’t hesitate to get in touch to see how 
you can get involved in your child’s school.  

Dani Derksen 

It’s been a great start to the term and we certainly can’t complain 
about the glorious weather we’ve enjoyed. I hope all families had 

a fantastic Easter break and welcome back!   
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NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2018 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students 
will be held on Tuesday 15 May, Wednesday 16 May and Thursday 17 May 2018. NAPLAN tests assess  
student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctua-
tion) and Numeracy. 

 

The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used 
to improve student achievement. 

 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be available 
for individual students who are absent on test days. These students may undertake catch-up tests on the days 
in the test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 18 May 2018. 

 

Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for  
classroom assessment tasks. 

 

Large print, braille and black and white versions of the tests are available for students that require them. 

 

Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have 
been learning English for less than one year. 

 

If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with his/her 
teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is 
granted. 

 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by  
parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, 
you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 

 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s 
particular skills in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and  
Numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. 
These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. 

 

I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests 
will be valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 

 

For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP  
website at www.nap.edu.au 

Danielle Derksen, Principal 




















